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Water Quality Monitoring: Lower Clearwater Tributaries

 The Water Quality Program has prioritized several tributaries in the
i Lower Clearwater River as the focus of 2026 watershed sampling.
2 During this period, the Water Resources Division (WRD) has
accomplished the following:

% ¢ Monitored 8 streams monthly for water quality parameters
f including total phosphorus (TP), orthophosphorus (OP), total Kjeldahl
nitrogen (TKN), nitrate-nitrite (NO;+NO,), ammonia (NHj;, if TKN
IeW > 1), turbidity, flow, total suspended sediment (TSS), instantaneous
- temperature, continuous temperature, conductivity, total dissolved
solids (TDS), dissolved oxygen (DO, mg/L), and percent (%)
saturation (DO)

Maggie Creek monitoring site,

photo taken 6-8-2026 ¢ Attended the HIPT Food Summit in February. Clean water is a
crucial aspect to protecting first foods, especially salmonid species. The information table
gathered several interested people for WRD incentive programs and services.

¢ Presented an educational presentation about the Tribe’s §106 and §319 programs to Lapwai
campus Northwest Indian College.

Harmful Algae Bloom (HAB) Sampling

The Water Resources Division has received SRBA
funding the last two years to monitor HABs in
Reservation waterbodies. The WRD is currently
monitoring five waterbodies on the Reservation. [
Monitoring consists of one monthly testing that is
sent to the BOR lab in Boise, ID as well as
intermittent testing using rapid result test strips
Samples sent to the lab in June resulted in positive
detections for Microcystins at all monitoring sites,
followed by rapid result test strip sampling the
week of the 4th of July which resulted in a
positive Anatoxin-A test at Mud Springs
Reservoir. Warnings were posted. Staff will
continue to monitor HABs throughout the rest of
the summer.
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Mud Springs Reservoir HAB bloom, photo taken 6-29-2026




