ISSUE #2
Water Resources NPS Newsletter

Columbia River Basin Restoration Program 2023,
2024, 2025

Increased monitoring throughout the Clearwater River
and Dworshak Dam Reservoir

The Clearwater River serves as an important cultural and ecological
resource for the Nez Perce (Nimiipuu). The Nimiipuu have relied on the
river for sustenance and cultural practices. The river has provided food
for the Nimiipuu (steelhead, salmon, lamprey, mussels, wildlife, etc.)
Today, these traditions continue and have expanded to include non-tribal
subsistence, recreational, economic, and aesthetic uses. However,
exposure to harmful chemicals has increased due to these activities.

The Nez Perce Tribe Water Resources Division has started monitoring
the Clearwater River watershed for Per & polyfluoroalkyl (PFAS/PFOS)
Pharmaceuticals and Personal Care Products (PPCPs), and
Polybrominated Diphenyl Ethers (PBDEs) in surface water, and the
Dworshak Reservoir for total and methyl mercury (THg and MeHg).
Currently, PFAS is not regulated in Idaho. However, EPA is proposing
the first-ever national drinking water standard to limit six PFAS in
public water systems. PBDEs can enter surface water through
atmospheric deposition, wastewater and stormwater discharges, and
runoff. These chemicals do not break down in the environment and have
increasingly been found in soil, air, wildlife, and human tissue.

The Dworshak Dam is the third tallest dam in the US, and the reservoir
extends upstream for 54 miles into the Nez Perce Clearwater National
Forest. Monitoring in Dworshak Reservoir will take place upstream,
downstream at the inflow, and within the reservoir. This monitoring will
continue for two years, during the spring and late summer or early fall. A
significant amount of mercury (Hg) is released into the environment in
an organic form. However, the majority of human and wildlife exposure
to Hg 1s through a type of organic form called methylmercury, which
tends to accumulate in fish. As a result, certain species of fish in Idaho
have a statewide consumption advisory due to the presence of MeHg.

This ongoing project aims to address data gaps, enhance toxins
monitoring and provide education and outreach to the community. The
Nimiipuu people face disproportionate threats to their subsistence ways
of life, and the WRD is committed to identifying and reducing toxins
that could harm any of those lifeways, including air, water, plants, fish,
and wildlife. The first step towards evaluating and addressing impacts
resulting from contaminants released into the Reservation environment
is to comprehend the current conditions concerning our water,
sediment, and fish.

For more information, please visit www.nptwaterresources.org/nonpoint-source/




