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NPT Water Resources Division Awarded Second CWA  

§123 Grant! 

The Nez Perce Tribe Water Resource Division (WRD) has been 
awarded a second Columbia River Basin Restoration Funding Assis-
tance Program—Middle and Upper Columbia River Basin Grant. 
The primary goal for this grant is to increase toxics  monitoring   
efforts throughout the Clearwater River. This grant will implement  
Phase III of WRD’s Clearwater River Watershed monitoring project 
which has two objectives. Objective one is to monitor surface water 
throughout the Clearwater River watershed for Per & polyfluoroal-
kyl substances (PFAS), Polybrominated Diphenyl Ethers (PBDEs), 
and Pharmaceuticals and Personal Care Products (PPCPs).           
Objective two is to monitor total mercury (THg) and methyl       
mercury (MeHg) in Dworshak Reservoir.  

What Are These Chemicals and Why Are We Doing 
This?  PFAS are used in adhesives, fire-fighting foams,   
paper products and in different types of water-resistant and 
nonstick products. These chemicals have been associated 
with serious health problems, can remain in the environment 
for long periods of time, and can bioaccumulate (be taken up 
in the body tissues). PBDEs are flame-retardant chemicals 
that were added to plastics and foam products to make them 
difficult to burn. PBDEs do not break down in the environ-
ment and can also bioaccumulate. PPCPs are a group of 
chemicals that include all drugs (both prescription and over-
the-counter medications) and non-medicinal consumer  

chemicals, such as the fragrances in lotions and soaps and the ultraviolet filters in sunscreens. 
Wastewater treatment plants and sewage treatment plants have been identified as major sources of 
PPCPs and linked to PBDEs and PFAS/PFOS. The WRD will collect surface water samples downstream 
of ten facilities discharging into the   Clearwater River to see if these contaminants are present.  

Methylmercury is extremely toxic, and it also bioaccumulates. Several studies have shown that           
reservoirs tend to have higher MeHg concentrations in fish relative to natural lakes and free-flowing   
rivers. Mercury monitoring in the Dworshak Reservoir is needed is to fill a data gap on mercury in the 
reservoir. Water samples will be collected at the inflow, near the outflow in the North Fork Clearwater 
River, and within the reservoir.  

This project will supplement other Clearwater River watershed projects’ data, fill data gaps for the mid-
dle-upper Columbia River Basin, and provide baseline data for the Clearwater River watershed to inform 
future monitoring and trend evaluation.  


