
Nez Perce Reservation Surface and Groundwater 

Pollutant Reduction Project 

This project aims to eliminate or reduce pollution, 

remediate and prevent downstream transport of pesticides 

in surface and groundwater, and improve water quality in 

the Columbia River Basin by implementing best 

management practices (BMPs) and restoring wetlands. 

During this quarter, the Water Resources Division (WRD): 

 Prepared for pesticide sampling in waterways for 

summer 2026. Background levels of pesticides will be 

measured and those values will be used to calculate the potential toxicity index of pesticide 

mixing. This is important because these data are limited within the Reservation. 

 Conducted site visits with producers to sign up for our incentive program to implement vegetated 

filter strips (VFS). We have successfully signed up nearly 100 acres. Implementing VFS or 

riparian buffers help naturally filter pesticides before reaching waterways. The WRD has a long 

history of successfully implementing riparian buffers along streams affected by erosion and/or 

nonpoint source pollution.  

 Presented information about the Tribe’s agriculture incentive program to University of Idaho 

Extension Cereal Schools for grain producers at Greencreek Hall in Greencreek and the  Genesee 

Fire Department in Genesee. 

§319 Upper Lapwai Creek Watershed Restoration Project: Phase II 

To reduce nonpoint source pollution inputs into Lapwai Creek watershed, the §319 Program will 

implement several BMPs. These BMPs include repairing and replacing cattle exclusion fencing; 

installing offsite water structures; constructing beaver dam analogues; 

installing large woody debris; and implementing riparian planting. These 

efforts seek to increase habitat diversity, lower stream temperatures, and 

raise the local water table to benefit all organisms. During this quarter, WRD 

staff: 

 Solicited bids and awarded the contract for 8,500 feet of riparian cattle 
exclusion fencing along Upper Lapwai Creek. 

 Planted over 600 native woody and herbaceous plants and trees. 

 Attended the Idaho Water Quality Workshop in Boise, ID. 
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Native trees planted near a wetland. 

Beaver Dam Analog slowing  water down to increase sinuosity. 

https://www.nptwaterresources.org/nonpoint-source/

