
Project History 

The Water Quality Program has completed three phases of the CRB study on the Clearwater River. The 

first two phases identified pesticides and metals were present in tributaries to the Clearwater River, 

with select sample sites returning contaminant concentrations above water quality standards. The third 

phase of the CRB study tested sediment, tissue, and surface water for emerging contaminants including 

pharmaceutical and personal care products (PPCPs), per-and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS/PFOS), 

and polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs) at sites on the Clearwater River, as well as total and       

methyl mercury in Dworshak Reservoir and Northfork of the Clearwater River below Dworshak Dam. 

Nearly every sample site in phase III had a presence of one of more emerging contaminants throughout 

the study period. These results informed the next questions in the study process: 

• How do complex chemical mixtures interact with each other once introduced into the water          

column? 

• How do these complex chemical mixtures affect biological organisms in an aqueous environment? 

How did we choose sample sites? 

Sample sites were compiled from current pesticide priority monitoring sites and previous CRB study 

sites. The map below depicts proposed sample sites for the CRB Phase IV project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


