
New Funding! 

The Water Quality Program, in partnership with the United States Geological Survey (USGS) Idaho Wa-

ter Science Center, is kicking off a new project studying complex chemicals in the Clearwater River! This 

project aims to evaluate the risks of complex chemical mixtures in the Columbia River Basin by sampling 

and analyzing concentrations using POCIS (Polar Organic Chemical Integrated Sampler) samplers in the 

Clearwater River watershed.  

What is a POCIS sampler? 

POCIS are designed to absorb water-soluble organic chemicals from aqueous 

environments. The samplers have an absorbent material that will soak up 

chemicals when immersed in water. The samplers will be sent to a USGS lab 

where they can extract the absorbed chemicals from the sampler material. 

These results will tell us:  

• What chemicals were found at the sampling location 

• Quantify how much of each chemical was found at the sampling location. 

Where and When will the samplers be placed? 

POCIS samplers will be installed at 24 locations in the Clearwater River between Kooskia and Lewiston. 

These sites will represent various land covers, wastewater influences, and other pollution sources to 

evaluate chemical occurrence trends. Passive sampler installation is planned for two 30-day periods: 

one for base flows in September-October 2025 and another for high flows in March-April 2026.  

Current project tasks: 

• The Water Quality Program has written the QAPP (Quality Assurance Project Plan), which essentially 

functions as the blueprint of the project. We are waiting on EPA to approve the QAPP so we can 

begin installing the samplers. 

• NPT staff has ordered the samplers from the USGS lab and they are ready to ship as soon as the 

QAPP is approved! 
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