
Nez Perce Reservation Surface and Groundwater Pollutant Reduction Project 

This project aims to eliminate or reduce pollution, remediate and prevent downstream transport of 

pesticides in surface and groundwater, and improve water quality in the Columbia River Basin by 

implementing best management practices (BMPs) and restoring wetlands. During this quarter, the 

Water Resources Division (WRD): 

 Held a pesticide drop off event in Kamiah.  

 Continued preparation for pesticide sampling in waterways for 

summer 2026. There are limited data on pesticide usage on tribally 

owned property and no data for nontribal properties within the 

Reservation. This work helps to determine background levels of 

pesticides and the potential toxicity index of pesticide mixing in the 

waters.  

 Signed up two producers for our incentive program to 

implement vegetated filter strips or riparian buffers which will act as natural pesticide filters 

before reaching the waterways. The WRD has a long history of successfully implementing riparian 

buffers along streams affected by erosion and or nonpoint source pollution.  

319 Lapwai Creek and Spring Creek Wetland Restoration Project  

To reduce nonpoint source pollution inputs into Lapwai Creek watershed and the Clearwater River, 

the 319 Program aims to restore and implement several best management practices. These include 

repairing and replacing cattle exclusion fencing; installing offsite water structures; constructing 

beaver dam analogues; installing large woody debris; and implement riparian planting. These efforts, 

conducted within Reservation boundaries, seek to increase 

habitat diversity, lower stream temperatures, and raise the 

local water table to benefit all organisms. This quarter for 

this project, the WRD: 

 Backfilled a dewatering trench. 

 Rerouted exclusion fencing to protect wetland. 

 Planted 100’s of native woody and herbaceous plants 
and trees 

 Staff attended and presented at the Pacific Northwest 
Clean Water Act Training on the §319 program. 
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Kylie pulling direct seeder, planting native grass seed. 

Contractor backfilling a dewatering trench. 

https://www.nptwaterresources.org/nonpoint-source/

